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LEAD IN A SAMPLE OF CANADIAN CHEESE. 

By F. W. Stoddart, F.I.C. 

(Bead at the Meeting , May 6, 1896.) 

This specimen of cheese was of a brand largely imported into England from Canada, 
and which in this particular instance was complained of by the importers as being 
very dark in the interior. On examination, it was found that the coloration, which 
to the eye exactly resembled moulding, was due, not to the presence of fungi, as 
might at first have been supposed, but to an amorphous powder, which consisted 
of lead dust. The specimen examined contained an average quantity of 1\ grains 
of metallic lead per lb. of cheese, distributed in veins, and giving the cheese a 
marbled appearance. 

My first supposition was that the lead had been added with the object of pro¬ 
ducing that blue appearance which was generally admired in cheese, but I was 
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informed by the shippers that this particular cheese was sold as a white cheese, and 
that the coloration would materially depreciate its value. 

Regarding the form in which the addition was made, I could only conclude that 
the lead had been added in the form of actual lead dust. It occurred to me that it 
might have been added in the form of lead sulphide, but I was unable to detect any 
traces of sulphides, and could not imagine any chemical change which would 
result in the reduction of the sulphide to the metallic form actually present in 
the cheese. It was, however, very difficult to get the lead out sufficiently pure to 
make quite certain, on account of its intimate incorporation with the fatty material 
of the cheese. 



